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… What is "IYL" ? Check (A) in the  "Science News" … 

 

((~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~))) 

 

 Council News  

  2015 = Year of ?      

 

Time files.     Just over the 50th Anniversary, we are heading to another 50 years of science and 

mathematics development.     What would you infer from the past 50 years to another 50 years ahead (that 

would be 2064)?    

 

Anyway, our present system of 334 keeps on changing as the last "4 years of higher education" has 

not completed from the first intake (presumably 2016).     Yet, different institute has their own strategies to 

cope with the gradual changes, not just because of the student profiles;  but also due to the globalization 



     2015 Jan Mailpack 

 

2 

 

culture and social changes.  

 

For the Association office, routine activities (competitions and mock exams) keep going with some 

having overwhelming number of applicants that finding enough accommodation venues is a real 

challenge.      We are sorry that we could not have satisfactory allocation for the exams.     We have to 

thank the office and so many dedicated members and helpers for their over-time work to handle all 

documents and administrative tasks with limited resources.       

 

Meanwhile, we need more helpers to assist the running of different upcoming programs.   Please 

leave a message at the Office if you are interested.      Furthermore, if you have photos or words to share, 

or enquiries, please direct them to our Office via phone (2333-0096), fax (2333-7602) or email 

(enquiry@hkasme.org).     

 

The Council 

 

*   Thanks for all donations in the past 50 years that support the Association to this day.    

      Donations are welcome, either for specific event or for general support.     

   

 

((============================================================================)) 

 

 

Sales:  

--… check for some NEW references, aids, etc…  in the Sales Order Form…(can be 

downloaded from www.hkasme.org )   

 

((=====================)) 

 

 Update News at  http://www.icaseonline.net/  

(ICASE = “International Council of Associations for Science Education”.  HKASME is one of the 

founding member of ICASE.   

 

mailto:enquiry@hkasme.org
http://www.hkasme.org/
http://www.icaseonline.net/
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  Coming Conference 

in 2016, Antalya, Turkey --  Check for details at 

http://www.icase2016.org/ or  

http://www.icaseonline.net/conf.html 

 

>>>==============================================================<<< 
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Dear all members, 

 

Apology for Incompletely Printed Article in Journal 

 

With reference to the issue about the incompletely printed article captioned ‘Important Science Educators 

in My Life’ written by Mr. Lo Wai Shing Vincent MH in the Journal (Volume 30) (Page 165-166), which 

had been published and issued earlier, I would like to express my apology to Mr. Lo and all the members 

about the mistakes made. 

 

The article ‘Important Science Educators in My Life’ written by Mr. Lo Wai Shing Vincent MH is 

attached in this Mailing Pack so that all the members can have the chance to read and enjoy the article. 

 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

 

Best regards, 

Lee Wai Hon, Chris 

Journal Editor, HKASME 
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Important Science Educators in My Life 

Vincent, Wai-shing Lo MH 

Principal of Evangel College 

 

 Science teachers and educators in Hong Kong keep on giving me the impression of being passionate 

and determined in teaching science well. Some people I encountered encouraged me to pursue excellence 

and inspired me to promote thinking and process skills in science teaching. 

 

 Dr. Pang King Chee was the program supervisor when I studied the full-time Biology Program of 

Post-graduate Certification in Education in HKU in 1986. Dr. PANG was a “Dr. Conceptualizing”. He 

always required me and my classmates to think of words to capture and conceptualize what we expressed. 

Dr. Pang inspired me to keep on asking students questions until they were able to justify their views with 

strong reasons.  

 

 Dr. Jack Holbrook taught me Integrated Science teaching in the PGCE Program. He was an 

interesting person. In one of the lessons, he conducted a controlled explosion of hydrogen gas contained 

in a large plastic bottle. My classmates and I saw him gradually putting on his protective helmet, goggles 

and gown but leaving me and my classmates “naked” there, creating a strong atmosphere of danger and 

horror in the laboratory. As he pretended to ignite the gas, we all ran for life. The “hydrogen bomb” then 

exploded. No one was hurt – everything was within Dr. Holbrook’s calculation. Dr. Holbrook taught me 

to look for interesting experiments for students to do in my daily teaching - making science learning fun 

was the key! 

 

 Dr. Jeffery Day was also my instructor in the PGCE Program. He was a “Dr. Connecting”. He always 

asked me and my classmates how different topics were connected. He wanted us to see both the trees and 

the forest as we constructed knowledge. Dr. Day made me understand that we needed to seek thorough 

understanding of the science curriculum, help students relate concepts and topics, as well as organize 

concepts to form a whole picture. 

 

 One day, I invited Dr. Day to visit my school and witnessed how we performed the experiment of 

free fall designed by secondary one students in the exam. Two paper boxes of equal size, but with objects 

of different weight inside, were dropped from the roof of the school hall. On reviewing the experiment 

with Dr. Day, he suddenly burst into tear and expressed that he was really touched. I could see, apart from 

having a strong critical mind, Dr. Day had a warm and gentle heart for implementing genuine science 

teaching. 
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 Ms. Lui Mong Yu Grace, the former Senior Curriculum Development Officer of Science Section of 

EDB, was one of my comrades in the battle of promoting high-quality science teaching in Hong Kong. 

Grace always mentioned process skills, scientific investigation, thinking skills, etc, making me feel that 

she was the kind of person who would not be satisfied by mediocre science teaching. She invited me to 

visit different schools; and she introduced to me different teachers and even laboratory technicians who 

were passionate about implementing good science teaching in Hong Kong. Grace had a dream – the 

dream of high-quality science teaching in Hong Kong. 

 

 I remembered that over ten years ago, Grace and I were among a team of delegates to Beijing Normal 

University. I presented in a conference how I did science teaching in Hong Kong. I spoke in Putonghua – 

put it more accurately, I tried my best to speak in Putonghua – but nobody could understand. When I felt 

upset about my speaking of Putonghua, I saw that Grace was struggling like me. Perhaps, Grace and I 

were the kind of people with guts to take risk and the gut feeling of what we pursued was right. 

 

 Dr. Pang, Dr. Holbrook, Dr. Day and Ms. Grace Lui were some of the people that I came across in my 

path of science education. They left their footprints in the history of Hong Kong Association for Science 

and Mathematics Education. And they printed their influences in my heart. 
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Science News    

(A)  2015 = "International Year of Light, & Light-base technologies  

 

 What is light?  

 How could you read? …  without light?  

 What are light-based technologies?   

 …… 

 You could engage your students with lots of fun and activities together with all scientists and 

students round the year !!!     Check the blog and list of current activities at …  

 http://www.light2015.org/Home.html 

 

(B) Strange Matter …   What are they?        

 What are they?  Check the Hong Kong Science Museum's new thematic exhibition (up to 

Apri-2015).    There are also associated lectures.    It's a demonstration of the current NEW MATERIALS 

investigations.   That does not only allow interactive experience, but also arouse students' awareness of 
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the possibility in using new materials for different purposes.        This further opens up their minds to be 

aware of their possible future careers ….   

--  For details, go  …  

http://hk.science.museum/ms/sme2014/eintroduction.html/  

 

(C)  Fun Science 2015 -- "Glory Down the Road"  ..    

 This is a well-known activity of which the Association is one of the co-organizer.    It attracts many 

talented young scientists -- both in the Primary and Secondary sessions.   This year's competition will be 

held on 7-Feb,2015 (SAT).      

--  For details, please check ..   http://hk.science.museum/ms/fsc2015/index.html 

 

(D)  Vote for your favourite Science projects --   support local research …   

 Do you know that you can arouse your students' interest in science investigation and encourage them 

to support the local science investigations by suggesting areas of their interests at the "Science News 

Corner" of the Hong Kong Science Museum?         Check for the list of past exhibitions and suggestions 

at .. http://sc.lcsd.gov.hk/b5/www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/Science/en_US/web/scm/se/snc.html 

 

(E)  Sixty Years of Science at UNESCO (1945-2005)  …   What's that about 10 years ago? 

 "Sixty Years of Science at UNESCO 1945–2005" offers an inside perspective on 

the past six decades of this engagement. Written by historians and scientists from all 

over the world as well as by former and active staff members, the story is enriched 

by an historical analysis of the first 20 years of the Organization’s action in science. 

 

 That recorded the history of international science cooperation in an 

ever-changing world: I. Setting the Scene, 1945–1965; II. Basic Sciences and 

Engineering; III. Environmental Sciences; IV. Science and Society; V. Overviews 
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and Analyses; and VI. Looking Ahead. It also features a list of chronological 

milestones set along the way. 

     …..  http://publishing.unesco.org/details.aspx?Code_Livre=4503 

 And, of course, what will that be in 2015?     Would you ask your students to predict what's 

the highlights of Science in 2015?    

 

(F)  ENGAGE Science --  EU Project ….   to 2020 …   

(Oct-2014) …   Formal and informal education plays a crucial role in mainstreaming these approaches as 

scientific and social practices. By embedding responsible research and innovation and these 6 keys in the 

teaching practices, we contribute to the shaping of the vision of science in future generations. This is why 

several recent FP7 and H2020 projects, ENGAGE being one of them, put efforts into developing the 

links between RRI and Science Education with a special focus on IBSE. The Paris event intended to build 

a bridge connecting expertise and best practices in Responsible Research and Innovation and in Science 

Education. 

Three themes were discussed in Paris: (1) Implementing RRI in the classroom: preparing the teachers; (2) 

Connecting Informal and formal learning for students’ RRI adoption (young citizens + parents); (3) 

Building RRI partnerships (Industry, Science Centres and Scientists). 

http://www.engagingscience.eu/     Full report will be published by the end of 2014.   
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Chemistry News  

(1) The Last episode of "International Year of Crystallography (2014 - 

IYCr)"  …    {  2015 will be "Year of Light & Light-based Technologies… see "Science News"} 

    … 2014 has just gone and that ends the "IYCr-2014".    However, 

learning with crystals never end as there are lots of wonderful crystals that we 

could prepare and play around with.    …  Have you encourage your students 

to go International and check how others' work with crystals & 

crystallography in 2014?      Below are some of the last highlights about 

"IYCr-2014"….   

 

(1a)  **  RSC "Global Expt  2014" ==  Competition in Crystal Growing ….  check the 

latest and the LAST results …  

AND, of course, WATCH OUT for titles of 2015 … later …  

….... http://www.rsc.org/learn-chemistry/resource/res00001379/global-experiment-2014 

 

      Have fun and  show your students the life-long path of scientific 

investigation / research.  

 

(1b)  Tracking back --   what's before the IYCr-2014  … in Dec-2013 …  
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 (Bluetongue Virus)   The World would be  a different 

place today without crystallography --   X-ray Crystallography discovered 100 

years ago!   …….   Mike Glazer, Professor of Physics ( University of Oxford, 12/12/2013) … replying 

to the press conference for the IYCr-2014.    

 

 

(2)  Recap "Global Expts" ::  Global Microscience and Water experiments during the World Teachers' 

Day celebration at UNESCO, 5 October 2011 

     ……       

--   Do you really need such sets to handle micro-scaled experiments?  

 

from 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/resources/audiovisual-media/photo-galleries/global-mi

croscience-oct2011/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/resources/audiovisual-media/photo-galleries/global-microscience-oct2011/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/resources/audiovisual-media/photo-galleries/global-microscience-oct2011/


Video  Product i on  Compet i t i on  
For Hong Kong Secondary Schools 

“Digichem” 2014-2015

2-minute Video + Report

F o r  d e t a i l s ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  w w w . h k a s m e . o r g

S u b m i s s i o n  D e a d l i n e :  M a y  8 ,  2 0 1 5

O p e n  t o  J u n i o r  a n d  S e n i o r  S e c o n d a r y  D i v i s i o n s

Awards
One Champion: 
One 1st runner-up:
One 2nd runner-up:
Two Merit Awards:

Trophy + $1000 Book Coupons
Trophy + $800 Book Coupons
Trophy + $500 Book Coupons
Certificate + $300 Book Coupons

Each school can nominate up to two teams of students and each team should not consist of more than 3 students. 
The video should be uploaded on YouTube before submitting the Application Form and the report.

* All participants will receive a certificate of participation.

Requirement 
of entry:

香港數理教育學會
Hong Kong Association for Science and Mathematics Education Please contact Ms Chu at 2333 0096 for any enquiries.
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(3) “ Digichem” Video Production Competition for Hong Kong Secondary 

Schools 2014-2015 )Regulations 

1.  Aims 

The competition aims at: 

- promoting students’ interest in learning Chemistry;  

- developing students’ problem solving, communication and science process skills through 

demonstrating and explaining interesting experiments; and 

- encouraging students to communicate scientific ideas to the public in a meaningful and creative way. 

 

2. Participants’ Qualification 

Participant must be a secondary student of a whole-day school. 

 

3.  Requirement of entry 

(a) Theme:  

- The Chemistry of Color 

(b) Video:  

- The duration of the video is 2 minutes.  

- The chemistry experimental work should be conducted in the school laboratory using materials 

obtained at home or any daily products.  Risk assessment should be conducted before starting 

the experiment.  Supervision from the teacher should be provided when the students carrying 

out the experiments.  

- The content could be presented in either Cantonese or English.  Mixed-code is not accepted. 

- The video should be uploaded on YouTube (URL: www.youtube.com) before submitting the 

Application Form and the report.   

 

(c) Report: 

- The video should be accompanied by a report including the experimental principle and the 

safety-related aspects for the experiment.  The coverage of the report should not exceed two 

single sided A4 papers.  The idea can be illustrated by texts, diagrams or photos, etc. 

- A cover page with the title of the video. School logo or name should be avoided on any works, 

otherwise participants may be disqualified 

- The language used in the report should be consistent with that used in the video. 

 

4.   Rules 

(a) The competition consists of Junior Secondary Division and Senior Secondary Division: 

1. Junior Secondary Division: Students of S1 to S3.  

2. Senior Secondary Division: Students of S4 or above.  

(b) Teams, comprising not more than three students in a team, must be nominated by schools.  Each 

school can nominate a maximum of two teams and each team can only submit one entry.  A team  
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who submits more than one entry will be disqualified. 

(b) Each entry should include a video and a report.  

(c) Entries must be the participants’ original work that have not been published previously, nor 

submitted for other competitions.   

(d) Entries must not infringe any intellectual property rights or any other rights of any third party.  

 

5.   Submission of Entries 

The report(s) for the video(s) should be submitted together with the attached Application Form via 

schools by post to “Hong Kong Association for Science and Mathematics Education, Rm 114, 1/F., Po 

On Court, 1 Po On Road, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon”.  Please mark clearly on the envelope “Digichem”.  

The deadline for the entry submission is 8 May 2015 (the postal chop date will be the date of receipt). 

 

6.  Judging 

(a) The judging panel for the competition will comprise representatives from Hong Kong Association for 

Science and Mathematics Education.  

(b) Entries will be marked according to the following criteria: 

- How the experiment and the report are presented and elaborated; 

- Whether the idea of experiment is creative; and 

- Whether the entry is interesting, original, scientifically accurate and engaging to ordinary 

audience. 

 

7. Awards 

(a) The competition consists of the following awards for each junior secondary and senior secondary 

levels: 

- One Champion : One trophy and book coupons worth HK $1,000 

- One first runner-up : One trophy and book coupons worth HK $800 

- One second runner-up : One trophy and book coupons worth HK $500 

- Two merit awards : One award certificate and book coupons worth HK $300 each 

(b) All participants will receive a certificate of participation. 

(c) Winners will be notified of the competition results before July 2015, and be invited to receive their 

awards in a prize-giving ceremony, details of which will be given in due course. 

 

Copyright The organisers reserve the right to publish in full or part of the entries. All entries will not 

be returned to schools. 

 

For details, please visit our website: www.hkasme.org. 
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“Digichem” for Hong Kong Secondary Schools 2014-2015 

Application Form 

(Submission deadline: 8 May 2015) 

 

To:  Hong Kong Association for Science and Mathematics Education, 

Fax No.: 2333 3355 

 

 

I nominate __________ team(s) of students
(1)(2) 

to participate in the captioned competition.  I certify 

that all entries are the original work of my students.  The following are the details of participating students 

and their video: 

 

Participating Team(s) : 

Team A Team B (if any) 

Class Name Email Class Name Email 

      

      

      

Division: Junior / Senior* secondary Division: Junior / Senior* secondary 

Title of the video: 

 

Title of the video: 

 

URL of the video: 

 

URL of the video: 

 

Responsible Teacher(s) : 

Mr / Ms*  Mr / Ms*  

Email:  Email:  

* Please delete as appropriate 

Note: (1) Each school can nominate up to two teams of students and each team should not consist of more than 3 students. 

(2) Each team can only submit one entry. 

 

 

School Name:   

School Tel. No.:   

Name of Principal:   

Signature of Principal:    

Date:  
School Chop 
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Biology News 

 

Dear all, 

 

RE: Updates Concerning HKBO for Secondary Schools (2014/2015) 

        

Thank you all for your help in promoting this year Biology Olympiad. Since the enrolment is 

encouraging, over 4500 students have participated. Together with Ms. Chu, the Biology Subject 

Committee members have set up 11 centers on the same day altogether to accommodate our students' 

needs. With many constraints, we have already tried our very best to allocate students on possible 

convenient locations. 

  

Here is the list of centers : 

  

(New Territories North)  Fanling Rhenish Church Secondary School 

(New Territories West)   Ching Chung Hau Po Woon Secondary School     

                       YLPMSAA Tang Siu Tong Secondary School       

(New Territories East)  TWGHs Wong Fung Ling College                        

(Kowloon)               Cheung Sha Wan Catholic Secondary School 

                        Heung To Secondary School (Tseung Kwan O) 

                        Lai King Catholic Secondary School 

                        Maryknoll Fathers' School 

                        Newman Catholic College 

(HK Island)             Cheung Chuk Shan College 

                        St. Peter's Secondary School 

  

We are grateful for those in offering their school halls as testing centers. On the other hand, we have 

expressed our apology to teachers that some of students from Kowloon are needed to sit in centers in New 

Territories owing to the necessity in best using of resources. 

  

We are surely acting synergy in promoting quality Science Education in Hong Kong!  

  

Cheers, 

LI Chi-man, Jimmy. 

 

 




