Some Issues raised & Questions in the AGM Forum 2004-05 (25/6/2005) of the HKASME: (“Maths & Sci Education, Chi vs Eng more preferable? 

From VISION, PRACTICE to SUPPORT”)
· Sharing of more experience in running the school with different language construct.   

· English for academic purposes is really in need as our Universities are NOT monolingual (unlike cases in other countries and China Mainland).  Students must have to switch at different point (S1 or S4 or S6 or University) during their course of study.   When to switch depends on many factors that could NOT be controlled by the students.   

· Call for real Translation SUPPORT --  In support of subject teaching, all other countries have enough “JIT translation” (JIT = just in time) support for all media and academic information.  This is particular important for new discoveries in the sci-tech areas.  The case in other countries, like Japan, has been administered at the top level (either by government or foundation support).   At present, not to say the Hong Kong SAR Government, even the Chinese mainland translation text materials are NOT updated.   The cases in Taiwan may be better.  As the EU and some Western countries have made the bi/tri-lingualism as a policy, the support is better.  
· Mixed mode may be effective -- The CMI Centre has found that CORRECT mixed mode using correct Chinese terms substituting English terms is really helpful in smoothing the transition of L1 (first language, Cantonese here) to L2 (2nd Language, English here).  This encourages students to communicate more effectively in their subject learning and also expand their views over the cross-cultural background provided by articles written in different language.    
· Real concern about mixed mode -- The real concern in using mixed mode is actually the improper use of both languages.   That really makes language confusion and cause difficulties in proper language development.   The use of such should be limited to some academic vocabulary.
· Chinese / English translation of academic vocabulary is permitted by EMB (confirmed in a meeting with the EMB officials in June 2005).
· Real match of policy and actual practice ?  --  as most of our science and maths students do not study in the University in the science and maths area, the matching is not real.  Statistics saying that they have no difficulty in studying does not mean that they have been provided a good exposure with different cultural background. 
· …….

Due to limited time, many questions and sharing could not be covered.  Anyway, it is a good chance for us to look into the matter from different viewpoints.  (See more in the powerpoint and other documents related to the AGM forum at www.hkasme.org)
